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By Alex Beck Period 5


The United Nations, with its headquarters in New York, NY, is often in the headlines. Whether it is involved in a war crimes tribunal for former Yugoslavian war criminals, pre-election security precautions in Sierra Leone, attempting to avert chaos in the Democratic Republic of Congo, upholding international standards of justice by convicting a terrorist in the bombing of Pan Am Flight 103, or supporting and facilitating the Mideast peace process, the United Nations is almost always in the news. But how did the United Nations evolve?


The League of Nations was the first international organization set up to maintain world peace. It was founded in 1920, just after WW I, and its power waned around 1939 when it failed to prevent WW II (Compton's Encyclopedia).


During WW II, no international peacemaking organizations existed. However just after the war officially ended, the United Nations was created as a successor to the largely discredited League of Nations (Facts on File). The United Nations officially came into existence on 24 October 1945, when the Charter was ratified by China, France, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, the United States and by a majority of other signatories. Since its inception, 189 countries constituting  nearly the entire world are members of the United Nations (United Nations). 


The United Nations learned from the errors of its predecessors. One of the most important differences was that the United States joined the United Nations, but was not ever a member of the League of Nations. The League failed to control warlike activities because the League possessed neither a standing army nor members that were willing to stand up to the burgeoning Axis powers which were hoarding armies poised to strike at the Allied nations. In contrast, the UN has a standing peacekeeping army and it has nations that are willing to support the UN militaristically (Farah and Karl 734).


The United Nations consists of 6 main organs: the General Assembly, the Security Council, the Economic and Social Council, the Trusteeship Council, the Secretariat, and the International Court of Justice.


The General Assembly consists of all member UN states. Each nation has 1 vote and either a 2/3rds majority or a 1/2 majority of the nations are necessary to make decisions.


There are 15 Security Council members: China, France, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom and the United States are permanent members. The other 10 countries are elected by the General Assembly for two-year terms. Decisions of the Security Council require 9 of the 15 members to pass critical resolutions.


The Economic and Social Council coordinates the economic and social work of the United Nations. It fosters international cooperation for development. 


The International Court of Justice is the judicial branch of the UN.


The Secretariat carries out most of the administrative work of the United Nations as directed by the other organs of the UN. At its head is the Secretary-General, who fills a leadership role and provides administrative guidance. 


Although the UN has many functions, the primary purpose of the UN is to preserve world peace. Although there have been wars in the past half century, the UN has kept the Earth more peaceful than it has been since the Pax Romana. 

How did the UN accomplish this? This was achieved through widespread peacekeeping efforts and by using the UN as a mediator between conflicting parties. And now as a new millennium has just begun, the world is generally at peace, trade flows with relatively few barriers and the UN exerts power and authority over every nation of the world, even the most powerful nation, the United States. Its influence reaches to every corner of the globe from Third world countries to the Space Station. But there are still some wars, and many problems to overcome. There is the ongoing issue of widespread global pollution and the scientific community of the world must continue to combat the diseases that we once thought man had conquered. But the future is bright for the whole world and for once in history nations of earth are working cooperatively to enhance the quality of life for generations to come.
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LEAGUE OF NATIONS.  The first international organization set up to maintain world peace was the League of Nations. It was founded in 1920 as part of the settlement that ended World War I. Weakened from the start by the refusal of the United States to join, the organization proved ineffective in defusing the hostilities that led to World War II in 1939. After World War II the League was replaced by the United Nations.

The League of Nations was first suggested in the Fourteen Points presented on Jan. 8, 1918, by Woodrow Wilson, president of the United States, as a basis for armistice negotiations. After the peace negotiations opened, the work was continued by a commission headed by Wilson. A working plan, called The Covenant of the League of Nations, became Section I of the Treaty of Versailles. The League came officially into existence with the ratification of this treaty on Jan. 10, 1920. The first Assembly met in Geneva, Nov. 15, 1920, with 41 nations represented. More than 20 nations joined later, but there were numerous withdrawals. (See also Wilson, Woodrow.)

The organization, powers, and purposes of the League were stated in 26 articles of the Covenant. Its specific aims were to promote arbitration for settling international disputes; to bring about reduction of armaments; to study and remove the causes of war; and to promote world interests in all fields of human work. The organization consisted of the Secretariat, headed by a secretary-general; the Council, normally 14 members, five permanent and nine nonpermanent; and the Assembly. The Council early set up the Permanent Court of International Justice, or World Court, at The Hague, The Netherlands.

All the member nations agreed to submit to the League's procedure any international dispute that was likely to lead to armed conflict. If the Council made a unanimous report (the votes of the disputing states not counting), the League members were bound not to declare war on the disputant complying with the Council's report. The members agreed to use "sanctions" (economic blockades) against any member nation that went to war instead of submitting its dispute to the League. The Council had no international army to carry out its decisions, but it could recommend the use of force against an offending nation.

After World War I, the League helped stabilize finances and bring relief to the war victims. It aided in suppressing slavery and illicit narcotics trade, helped improve working conditions, established institutions for the study of disease, and found havens for political and religious refugees. It successfully arbitrated a number of international disputes until its later years, when it suffered a series of defeats. In defiance of the League, Japan invaded Manchuria and China; Germany absorbed Austria and Czechoslovakia; and Italy took Ethiopia and Albania. 

Annan and European Council President urge Middle East parties to resume talks
1 February – Reiterating their strong support for the Middle East peace process, the United Nations Secretary-General and the President of the European Council today expressed hope that the Israelis and Palestinians would soon return to the negotiating table in order to resolve their differences. 

Through a statement released by a UN spokesman in New York, Secretary-General Kofi Annan and the current European Council President, Prime Minister Goran Persson of Sweden, said they hoped the two sides could resume talks soon after the Israeli Prime Ministerial elections on 6 February. They also expressed their continuing personal readiness and commitment to assist the peace process in any way possible. 

Mr. Annan and Prime Minister Persson, who have had regular contacts with Israeli and Palestinian leaders over the past week, "have conveyed to the parties their conviction that it is possible to reach an agreement in the near future," the statement said. The two also "encouraged the parties vigorously" to continue the peace process on the basis of the progress made during recent talks in Taba, Egypt, in order to reach a final status agreement and end the conflict as soon as possible. 

Expressing concern over the fragile situation in the region, the two officials called on the parties to refrain from any actions that might provoke further violence. 

The parties were also urged to implement all outstanding agreements, including the understandings reached at the Sharm-el-Sheikh Summit meeting held in Egypt last year. 

The Secretary-General and the Swedish Prime Minister, who met earlier this week in Stockholm, have also been in contact with President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt and other regional and international leaders, according to the statement. 

Back to top 
Concerned over snags at Colombia peace talks, Annan urges sides to pursue dialogue
1 February – Reacting with "profound concern" to the difficulties facing peace talks in Colombia, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today urged the parties to continue to negotiate in good faith and to respect the human rights of the country's population. 

In a statement released through his spokesman, Mr. Annan appealed to the Colombian Government and the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) "not to miss this opportunity to continue on the road to peace through dialogue and negotiations." 

Drawing attention to the grave human rights and humanitarian problems in Colombia, the Secretary-General expressed his concern that "the closing of avenues for dialogue could exacerbate what is already a critical situation." He urged all parties to continue their dialogue and to "respect the rights of the civilian population through strict adherence to human rights and international humanitarian law." 

The statement underscored the Secretary-General's view that the conflict in Colombia "cannot be resolved militarily, but only through negotiation and the common quest for peace." 

Mr. Annan returned to New York yesterday afternoon, concluding a two-week trip to Cameroon, China, Japan, Switzerland and Sweden. His spokesman said that during this period, the Secretary-General "has stayed actively in touch with many of the players on the Middle East peace negotiations, which he has continued to do since returning to New York." 

Back to top 
UN facilitates return of acquitted Lockerbie suspect to Libya
1 February – The United Nations today facilitated the return to Libya of Lamen Khalifa Fhimah one day after he was acquitted of involvement in the 1988 downing of Pan Am flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scotland. 

A UN spokesman told reporters in New York that Mr. Fhimah was transported in a Dutch plane with UN markings. 

"The arrangements were made for the Secretary-General by UN Legal Counsel Hans Corell, who had also arranged the transport of the two Libyan suspects in the case to The Hague in April 1999 to stand trial," said spokesman Fred Eckhard. He added that no UN personnel were aboard the plane. 

Mr. Fhimah was found not guilty by a three-judge Scottish court at Camp Zeist in the Netherlands. The judges also unanimously found suspect Abdel Basset al-Megrahi guilty of the crime, which took the lives of all 259 passengers and crew aboard the flight as well as 11 people on the ground. 

Back to top 
Kosovo Albanian leaders condemn violence in Mitrovica
1 February – Kosovo Albanian leaders today condemned recent violence in the divided city of Mitrovica through a declaration aimed at restoring calm to the troubled area. 

The Kosovo Albanian leaders issued their declaration following a two-hour meeting in Mitrovica with the head of the UN Interim Administration Mission (UNMIK), Hans Haekkerup, and the KFOR Commander, General Carlo Cabigiosu. Recognizing that the situation in Mitrovica posed a significant threat to a safe and secure environment, they called on all citizens to remain calm and to refrain from further acts of violence. 

The declaration also deplored violence directed at KFOR, which resulted in numerous injuries to soldiers "who are here to provide for a secure environment." It also expressed concern about potential attacks against international civilian representatives. 

The assembled leaders called for additional security forces to be deployed in Mitrovica, including KFOR troops, UN police and local police. They also urged greater freedom of movement for all residents, the return of displaced families to their homes, and the establishment of functioning political structures. 

According to the declaration, the violence started as a result of the killing of a 15-year-old Kosovo Albanian boy, and led to other serious injuries, including to KFOR soldiers. A UN spokesman described the situation in Mitrovica as tense but calm, with KFOR troops patrolling and keeping crowds of Albanians from crossing the bridges across the Ibar River, which separates the Albanian and Serb communities. 

On Wednesday, a total of 21 KFOR peacekeepers were injured, one of them seriously, in three separate incidents involving stones and grenades. 

Back to top 
UN health agency seeks $2 million to fund work on depleted uranium
1 February – The World Health Organization (WHO) today appealed for close to $2 million to examine the possible health effects of depleted uranium, which was used during conflicts in the Persian Gulf and the Balkans. 

The agency plans to use the money to conduct field surveys and support data collection from local health facilities. The funds will also help WHO provide technical support and equipment to strengthen efforts by countries to keep records on cancers and other non-communicable diseases. In addition, WHO will use the resources to deploy toxicologists, radiation and chemical experts -- together with equipment, supplies and easier access to international reference centres -- in support of national efforts to diagnose and treat non-communicable diseases. 

This initial appeal will eventually form part of an estimated $20 million which WHO will seek to cover its work on depleted uranium for the next four years. That money would allow the agency to undertake in-depth epidemiological and toxicological studies into the possible health and environmental effects of the substance. 

Experts generally think that there is low risk from exposure to depleted uranium -- which is used in certain ammunition and missiles -- but caution that there is not enough information to be certain. 

"Evidence on the incidence of cancers needs to be strengthened in communities within Iraq and the Balkans in order to draw any epidemiological conclusions," said Dr. Xavier Leus, Director for WHO's Emergency and Humanitarian Action Department. "There is also very little information on other possible risk factors for civilians and the military that may be equally important," he pointed out. 

Dr. Leus said that evidence must be collected on the numbers of people exposed, amounts of depleted uranium involved and the concentration and distribution of environmental pollutants. He said the current state of uncertainty about the health effects of depleted uranium was "unacceptable." 

WHO is requesting $1.98 million from humanitarian donors to cover activities for the next six months. 

Back to top 
No firm link between depleted uranium and medical cases in Kosovo: WHO team
1 February – Following an extensive review, experts from the World Health Organization (WHO) have found no firm evidence linking individual medical cases in Kosovo to the use of depleted uranium munitions during the 1999 Balkans conflict. 

According to the United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), which requested the review, the WHO team concluded that scientific and medical studies have not proven a link between exposure to depleted uranium and the onset of cancers, congenital abnormalities or serious toxic chemical effects on organs. 

At the same time, the WHO experts noted that caution had been expressed by scientists who would like to see a larger body of non-military, independent studies to confirm this viewpoint. 

Soldiers were most likely to have inhaled uranium metal and oxides in dusts and smoke, according to the WHO team, while the general population, except possibly in isolated incidents, would probably not have been exposed in this manner. 

Pointing out that civilians could most likely come into contact with the substance by picking up objects on the ground, the WHO team concluded that routine measures to remove depleted uranium objects from the ground surface would be beneficial. But the experts did not recommend the creation of an immediate, separate cleanup programme at depleted uranium sites. 

According to UNMIK, the team emphasized that "depleted uranium issues are small in comparison" to the deaths and injuries caused by the presence of high levels of lead in people in Mitrovica as well as the "alarmingly high" rate of traffic deaths. 

The four-member WHO expert team reached its conclusions following meetings with concerned officials and visits to sites hit by depleted uranium-tipped shells. WHO's findings, which will be published next week, were presented to UNMIK in draft form on Tuesday. 

Back to top 
Warning that cold wave is deadly to Afghan children, UNICEF pledges more aid 
1 February – Warning that a cold spell gripping camps for the internally displaced in Afghanistan is putting children at grave risk, the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) today pledged to send more aid to those in need. 

Late last month, temperatures dipped as low as minus 25 degrees Celsius, leaving over 100 people dead -- mostly women, children and the elderly -- in camps in the city of Herat. 

After visiting the camps, UNICEF representative Louis Georges Arsenault said the situation in Afghanistan was one of the worst that he had seen. "Parents put their children asleep in freezing tents, and they do not know whether they will survive until the next morning," he said. 

Aiming to reduce mortality in the camps, UNICEF will provide additional baby and children's clothes and shoes as well as heating stoves. In the coming months, the agency also plans to provide vaccinations, water and sanitation facilities, therapeutic and supplementary feeding, health services for women, prenatal care, and midwifery kits. 

Conditions are growing worse in the Herat camps, where the population has swelled in recent months due to fighting and Afghanistan's worst drought in 30 years. There are now some 80,000 displaced people living in the camps -- almost double the figure from last November. 

UNICEF does not have funding for all of its planned work in Afghanistan this year, and with the number of displaced persons continuing to rise, their needs are growing all the more pressing. The agency is urging all donors to respond to the UN appeal for Afghanistan as quickly as possible. 

Back to top 
Head of UN East Timor mission pays tribute to Falintil
1 February – The head of the United Nations Transitional Administration in East Timor (UNTAET) today marked the transition of the pro-independence rebel army Falintil into the new East Timor Defence Force, appointing Falintil Commander Taur Matan Ruak as the Commander-in-Chief of the Force. 

The transition was commemorated at a ceremony in Aileu, during which UNTAET chief Sergio Vieira de Mello expressed his deepest respect for the independence fighters and their 25-year struggle. 

"Armed with little beyond moral courage and despite hunger, deprivation and innumerable setbacks, Falintil prevailed over a massive occupying force," Mr. Vieira de Mello said, adding that the memory of the fighters will live on forever in the history of East Timor. "Let me assure you, the heroes of the Falintil, that this occasion in no way represents the end of Falintil. Falintil's role in the fight for freedom will never be forgotten by the people of East Timor with whom you struggled." 

During the event, Mr. Vieira de Mello announced that a Falintil Veterans Association, which will inherit the name and symbols of Falintil, would be established with immediate effect. The Transitional Administration will also draw up a legislation to ensure that no one else will claim or use Falintil's symbols, he said. 

The historic day, attended by Falintil Commander Taur Matan Ruak, National Council for Timorese Resistance (CNRT) President Xanana Gusmão, Bishop Carlos Ximenes Belo and Force Commander Boonsrang Niumpradit among others, started with a Mass in memory of fallen Falintil soldiers, followed by the lowering of the Falintil flag and raising of the UN flag. 

According to UNTAET, the new Defence Force will consist of a light infantry force of 1,500 regulars with a phased approach to reach that number over three years, and 1,500 reservists, with Falintil as the core of the force. The recruitment and selection process for the first battalion, composed entirely of Falintil, was completed on 28 January. For the next battalion, recruitment will be open to all Timorese above the age of 18, including women. 

Back to top 
Pesticides sold in developing countries pose serious health threat: UN agencies
1 February – Poor-quality pesticides marketed in developing countries with an estimated market value of $900 million annually are posing a serious threat to human health and the environment, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the World Health Organization (WHO) warned in a joint statement today. 

The substances, which account for 30 per cent of the pesticides marketed in developing countries, do not meet internationally accepted quality standards, the agencies said. "These poor-quality pesticides frequently contain hazardous substances and impurities that have already been banned or severely restricted elsewhere," said Gero Vaagt of FAO's Pesticide Management Group. 

The global market value for pesticides was estimated at $32 billion in 2000, with the share of developing countries around $3 billion. In developing countries, pesticides are mainly used for agriculture, but also for public health, to control insects spreading malaria. 

FAO and WHO said that the problem of poor-quality pesticides is particularly widespread in sub-Saharan Africa, where quality control is generally weak. 

The two agencies are urging governments, international and regional organizations to adopt the globally accepted FAO/WHO pesticide specifications to ensure the production and trade of good quality products. 

FAO and WHO also recently agreed to cooperate in a joint programme to develop specifications for pesticides. The unified procedure would enhance the development of high quality standards for pesticides, leading to improved human and environmental safety as well as to more sustainable agriculture production. 

Back to top 
Justice has taken its course, Annan says in reaction to Lockerbie verdict 
31 January – Reacting to the verdict in the Lockerbie bombing case, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today stressed the need to respect the legal process and expressed hope that healing could now begin. 

"Nothing can bring back the lives of the innocent victims," Mr. Annan said in a statement released in Stockholm, where he ended today his official visit to Sweden. The Secretary-General noted, however, that justice had taken its course and the authority and the legitimacy of the legal process must be honoured. 

Coming more than 12 years after the explosion of Pan Am Flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scotland, the verdict was delivered by a three-judge Scottish court at Camp Zeist in the Netherlands. The judges unanimously found one suspect, Abdel Basset al-Megrahi, guilty of the crime and also ruled unanimously that the other suspect, Al-Amin Khalifa Fhimah, was not guilty. 

Describing the verdict as a "solemn moment," the Secretary-General said that hundreds of people who had lost their loved ones could now move on with their lives. The attack killed all 259 passengers and crew as well as 11 people on the ground. 

"We must also remember that this trial, which was held in accordance with international standards of criminal justice, only became possible as a result of many years of strenuous efforts of the entire international community," Mr. Annan said. 

One of the key UN officials involved in the negotiations which led to the trial, UN Legal Counsel Hans Corell, underscored today the significance of the case. "This was an extraordinary event -- for two countries to come to an agreement where one of the countries would allow a court from the other to sit on its territory and to adjudicate a case," he told reporters at a press briefing in New York. 

Mr. Corell also recalled that the Council had asked the Secretary-General to appoint international observers to follow the trial. "It is important to stress that these observers were precisely international observers -- they were not United Nations observers, so they have not had the task of reporting to the Secretary-General," the Legal Counsel said. 

Concerning the next step, Mr. Corell said "this is a matter for the Security Council of the United Nations." 

Back in January 1992, the Security Council condemned the bombing and strongly deplored Libya's failure to cooperate in establishing responsibility for the terrorist act. On 31 March, the Council imposed sanctions against Libya, which were further tightened in November 1993. 

The proposal for a trial by Scottish judges in the Netherlands originated with the League of Arab States and the Organization of African Unity (OAU), which presented it to the Security Council in June of 1997 along with two other options for breaking the deadlock. The initiative was welcomed by the Council in August of 1998, when it adopted resolution 1192, asking the Secretary-General to make arrangements for the transfer of the suspects to the Netherlands. The sanctions were suspended when the suspects arrived. 

Back to top 
Security Council urges enhanced role of East Timorese on road to independence 
31 January – Approving a one-year extension of the United Nations Transitional Administration in East Timor (UNTAET), the Security Council today urged further delegation of authority to the East Timorese people as the territory moves closer to full independence. 

The Council requested the head of UNTAET to continue delegating responsibilities within the East Timor Transitional Administration (ETTA) until authority is fully transferred to the government of an independent State of East Timor. 

The resolution called upon international financial institutions, UN funds and programmes and bilateral donors which have committed resources to East Timor to fulfil their pledges and to accelerate disbursements, particularly in areas relevant to peace-building and development assistance. Financial and technical assistance will also be needed to support the creation of an East Timor Defence Force, the Council said, urging States to donate funds and encouraging UNTAET's coordinating role in that endeavour. 

In terms of security, the Council said UNTAET was to respond "robustly" to militia threats in East Timor, consistent with Council resolutions, and stressed the need for a comprehensive solution to the problem caused by militia activity in West Timor refugee camps. 

On the subject of law and order, the Council emphasized the need for measures to address shortcomings in the administration of justice in East Timor, particularly to prosecute those responsible for serious crimes committed in the aftermath of the territory's vote for independence in 1999. 

Stressing the need for a substantial international presence in East Timor after independence, the Council asked Secretary-General Kofi Annan to make detailed recommendations on the subject within six months. Mr. Annan was also asked to submit by 30 April this year, a report on the implementation of UNTAET's mandate. 

UNTAET's mandate was extended through 31 January 2002. 

Back to top 
Georgia: Security Council extends UN Mission, welcomes planned Yalta talks
31 January – The Security Council today extended the mandate of the United Nations Observer Mission in Georgia (UNOMIG) through the end of July while expressing its intention to review the operation at that juncture "in the light of steps taken by the parties to achieve a comprehensive settlement." 

Through the unanimous adoption of resolution 1339 (2001), the Council also welcomed the readiness of the Government of Ukraine to host the third meeting on confidence-building measures and the commitment of both parties -- the Government of Georgia and the Abkhaz side -- to meet in Yalta this March. The Council further noted "the important contribution a successful conference would make to the peace process." 

At the same time, the Council stressed the need to accelerate work on the draft agreement on peace and guarantees for the prevention and for the non-resumption of hostilities -- a provision in the resolution which drew criticism from Georgia's Ambassador to the UN, Peter Chkheidze. He said the Council's emphasis on the need to accelerate work on the draft agreement "might jeopardize the upcoming meeting in Yalta and put the entire peace process on hold." 

Calling the agreement unacceptable, he stressed that the resolution's reference to it should not be interpreted as pressure by the Security Council to enter into a peace agreement with the separatist region, which would set a "dangerous precedent from the standpoint of international law." 

By other provisions of the resolution, the Council expressed its strong support for the sustained efforts of Secretary-General Kofi Annan and his Special Representative to promote the stabilization of the situation and the achievement of a comprehensive political settlement, which "must include a settlement of the political status of Abkhazia within the State of Georgia." 

Specifically, the Council expressed strong support for Special Representative Dieter Boden's intention to submit a draft paper containing specific proposals to the parties on the distribution of constitutional competencies between Tblisi and Sukhumi (the Abkhaz capital) as a basis for meaningful negotiations. The Secretary-General was requested to report back to the Council within three months on the status of that draft paper and on the progress of the political settlement. 

UNOMIG was established in August 1993 to verify compliance with the ceasefire agreement between the Government of Georgia and the Abkhaz authorities in the country. As of the beginning of this month, the Mission was comprised of 103 military observers, 85 international civilian personnel and 155 local staff. 

Back to top 
Security Council sets up working group on peacekeeping issues
31 January – Against the backdrop of increasingly complex United Nations peacekeeping operations, the Security Council today decided to establish a working group to deal with both general and specific peacekeeping questions. 

The decision was announced by the Council President, Ambassador Kishore Mahbubani of Singapore, who read out a formal statement on behalf of the members indicating that the new working group would "address both generic peacekeeping issues relevant to the responsibilities of the Council, and technical aspects of individual peacekeeping operations." 

The Council also decided that under appropriate circumstances, the working group would seek the views of countries which contribute troops to UN peacekeeping missions. It could then convey those views to the Council as a whole. 

The new body will be comprised of the same members as the Security Council. Its first step will be to consider in-depth all proposals made during a recent day-long Council debate on strengthening cooperation with troop-contributing countries. The working group will look specifically at ways to improve the three-way relationship between the Council, the troop-contributing countries and the Secretariat, and will report back to the Council by the end of April. 

Meanwhile, in Paris, the UN Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, today said that even though peacekeeping received more resources and more attention than any other department at the UN, "our means of action remain too weak and we are all too often helpless in our effort to maintain peace and security as is required by the UN Charter." 

In a speech delivered on behalf of Secretary-General Kofi Annan at an international colloquium on peacekeeping and conflict prevention, Mr. Guéhenno said that the UN was implementing many recommendations contained in expert reports on the issue to adopt a much more coordinated approach to peacekeeping and conflict prevention. He concluded by noting that the Secretary-General would present recommendations to the General Assembly in May to put in place a "practical and global strategy for conflict prevention." 

Back to top 
Kosovo: UN mission chief urges local leaders to help bring calm to Mitrovica 
31 January – The head of the United Nations peace operation in Kosovo has urged local leaders to take steps towards calming tensions in the divided city of Mitrovica, where 20 members of international and police security forces (KFOR) were wounded in grenade attacks today alone. 

In a meeting today with the Kosovo Transitional Council, the head of the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), Hans Haekkerup, called on the Council members and local leaders to take steps to decrease the violence. 

According to the UN Mission, six soldiers were injured this afternoon when a hand grenade was thrown at their hotel in southern Mitrovica by a crowd of Kosovo Albanians. In another incident, a grenade was thrown near the UN Mission's headquarters in southern Mitrovica, wounding three KFOR troops and two gendarmes. In a third grenade attack, nine French soldiers were wounded, bringing the total of injured soldiers and policemen to 20. 

Briefing the press today in Pristina, UNMIK spokesperson Susan Manuel said the UN "cannot begin to implement any concrete measures in the face of a mob attacking peacekeeping soldiers, international police and civilians." 

The UN Mission extended its condolences to the family of a 14-year-old boy who was killed yesterday in an exchange of grenades between young Albanians and Serbians. "Regarding the tragic and contemptible death of the Kosovo Albanian boy in the grenade attack on Bosanska Mala, which may have triggered the riots, we extend our deepest condolences to his family and our shock that a 14-year-old should be the victim of some disgusting political provocation," Ms. Manuel said. 

In another demonstration, French riot troops from KFOR used stun grenades and tear gas yesterday evening to disperse a 1,000-strong crowd of Kosovo Albanians that had congregated to the north and south of the bridge on the Ibar River. Seven Kosovo Albanians are being treated for injuries from stun grenades. 

Back to top 
UN envoy lauds DR of Congo for averting chaos after President Kabila's death 
31 January – An envoy of Secretary-General Kofi Annan today commended the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) for handling the aftermath of President Laurent-Désiré Kabila's assassination in a way that helped to avert chaos. 

Speaking at a press conference in Kinshasa, Kamel Morjane, Mr. Annan's Special Representative in the DRC, praised the current Government and the other belligerents in the conflict for the political and military steps they took following the death of President Kabila. 

Referring to the planned trip to New York by the new Congolese President to address the Security Council and meet with the Secretary-General, Mr. Morjane said that it showed that President Joseph Kabila "places more importance on dialogue than on military action." 

The Special Representative said he hoped this renewed diplomatic dialogue would "have a positive impact on the much awaited deployment of UN military observers" within MONUC, the United Nations mission in the DRC, which was established in December 1999. 

"MONUC is ready," Mr. Morjane said. "The ball is in the court of the other actors in the conflict. They know the conditions necessary for deployment and we urge them to cooperate with us in order to allow us to monitor the disengagement plan signed on 6 December 2000 in Harare, Zimbabwe." 

The upcoming visit to UN Headquarters by President Paul Kagame of Rwanda will be another opportunity to work on the disengagement of forces from the DRC and the deployment of peacekeepers, Mr. Morjane added. UN officials said today that President Kagame's meeting with the Secretary-General was expected to take place in the middle of next week. 

Back to top 
Afghanistan: UN envoy continues talks to revive dialogue, help displaced 
31 January – As the United Nations envoy for Afghanistan pursued his diplomatic efforts to revive the dialogue between the parties and relieve the plight of the people displaced by the conflict, over 100 persons were reported freezing to death in camps outside Herat City. 

Francesc Vendrell, Secretary-General's Personal Representative for Afghanistan, discussed the latest developments in Afghanistan and their regional implications during his meetings in Dushanbe today and yesterday with the President of Tajikistan, Emomali Rahmonov, and Foreign Minister Talbak Nazarov. They also shared ideas on how to move the peace process forward and how to address the plight of Afghans who have fled to islands in the Panj river. 

Meanwhile, the Islamabad-based Office of the UN Coordinator for Afghanistan reported today that over 110 displaced persons taking shelter in camps in Herat had died from extreme cold on the night of 29 January. Children, the elderly and women were among the main victims of the cod snap, which saw temperatures as low as minus 25 degrees centigrade, the UN Office said. 

Attributing the high death rate to lack of proper shelter, blankets and fuel, the Coordinator's Office noted that the shelter shortfall was so severe that some 5,000 families were sharing 1,700 one-family tents. Insufficient response to requests for funding resulted in poor conditions in the camps, it said. 

The plight of Afghanistan's displaced people were also high on the agenda of Mr. Vendrell's talks earlier this week with top-level leaders on both sides in the Afghan conflict. In an effort to restart the dialogue between the parties, Mr. Vendrell met on 24 January with the President of the Islamic State of Afghanistan, as well as with the Defence Minister, Commander Ahmad Shah Massoud. On 29 January, the Personal Representative held talks with the Taliban Foreign Minister, Wakil Ahmed Mutawakkil. 

Among the issues discussed at these meetings were the recent sanctions adopted by the Security Council, the possible continuation of a dialogue between the parties, and various proposals for convening of a "Loaya Jirga," a traditional Afghan assembly. 

Back to top 
Sierra Leone Government postpones elections due to poor security: UN mission
31 January – The United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) said today that it had been informed by the Government of Sierra Leone of its intention to request the Parliament to extend the administration's term of office for six months. 

According to the UN Mission, the Government is asking to postpone next month's Presidential elections and the Parliamentary elections scheduled for March, due to the unfavorable security situation prevailing throughout the country. 

President Kabbah's request was made in a letter sent to the Parliament today, UNAMSIL said. 

Back to top 
Moroccan judge appointed to UN war crimes tribunal for former Yugoslavia 
31 January – Secretary-General Kofi Annan has appointed a Moroccan jurist and diplomat as a permanent judge to the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY). 

Judge El Habib Fassi Fihri will replace his compatriot, Judge Mohamed Bennouna, on 1 March. A Tribunal statement issued today in The Hague said that the new appointee, who has had a "long career as both a judge and a diplomat," will serve the remainder of Judge Bennouna's term of office, until 16 November. 

Prior to his appointment, Judge El Habib Fassi Fihri was Ambassador to Austria, Permanent Representative of Morocco to the UN in Vienna, as well as to the UN Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), of which he was the Governor. 

From 1982-1986, he was Ambassador of Morocco to Greece, after serving as Secretary-General of Morocco's Ministry of Justice from 1964-1971 and 1976-1982. 
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Farmer spraying rice field with insecticide, India (FAO Photo)�
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